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could not read it, it must be something supernatural?
something from above, or something from below,
which was worse; and in those cases indeed they
did not expect the wise men should read it, for they
did not suppose those wise men corresponded with
the Devil, or had an evil spirit. They thought, in-
deed, if it depended upon human understanding, they
could do it, but as to higher things than those, they
did not expect them; so the king and his lords began
to be the more surprised at it. But now see the
10th. verse. The queen directs them to inquire out
Daniel, and send for him, and tells them he would
certainly read the writing, and tell them the meaning
or interpretation of it. See the words at large.

Now the queen, by reason of the words of the
king and his lords, came to the banquet-house ; and
the queen spake and said, 0 king, live for ever: let
not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy counte-
nance be changed;

There is a man in thy "kingdom, in whom is the
spirit of the holy gods: and, in the days of thy father,
light, and understanding, and wisdom, like the wisdom
of the gods, icas found in him; whom the king
Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy
father, made master of the magicians, astrologers,
Chaldeans, and soothsayers;

Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knoioledge,
and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and
shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts,
were found in the same Daniel, whom the king
named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and
he will shew the interpretation.

After this story no man need inquire what the
world understood by the magicians and astrologers,
and wise men of those days; but it is plain they
were looked upon not as dealers with the Devil, but
as men inspired from heaven, filled with inspired
knowledge, light, and understanding, and excellent